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PLAGIARISM POLICY
Prime Medical College (PMC), Islamabad
(In accordance with HEC Pakistan Plagiarism Policy)

1. Purpose
Prime Medical College is committed to promoting academic honesty, research integrity, and ethical scholarship. This policy aims to prevent plagiarism, educate students about responsible academic practices, and ensure compliance with the Higher Education Commission (HEC) of Pakistan guidelines.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all undergraduate and postgraduate medical students of Prime Medical College and covers:
· Assignments, term papers, case reports
· Research proposals and theses
· Dissertations, projects, logbooks
· Posters, presentations, and publications
· Any academic or research-related work submitted for assessment or publication

3. Definition of Plagiarism (as per HEC)
Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s work, ideas, data, text, or creative output as one’s own, intentionally or unintentionally, without proper acknowledgment.
Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:
· Copying text without citation
· Improper paraphrasing
· Submitting someone else’s work as one’s own
· Self-plagiarism (re-submission of one’s own previously submitted or published work without disclosure)
· Fabrication or falsification of references
· Unauthorized collaboration

4. Similarity Index Thresholds (HEC Standards)
All academic submissions shall be checked using HEC-recognized plagiarism detection software (e.g., Turnitin).
· Acceptable similarity index:
· Up to 19% overall similarity, excluding references, quotes, and methodology (where applicable)
· Single-source similarity:
· Should not exceed 5%
Submissions exceeding these limits shall be reviewed by the relevant academic committee.

5. Categories of Plagiarism
As per HEC classification:
a. Minor Plagiarism
· Similarity slightly above acceptable limit
· Poor paraphrasing or citation errors
b. Major Plagiarism
· Extensive copying
· Multiple sources copied without attribution
· Re-submission of previously submitted work

6. Penalties and Disciplinary Actions
Penalties shall be imposed in accordance with HEC guidelines and institutional regulations:
For Minor Plagiarism
· Written warning
· Mandatory revision and resubmission
· Academic counseling and training on research ethics
For Major Plagiarism
· Cancellation of assignment/project
· Award of zero marks or failure in the course
· Suspension from academic activities for a defined period
· Recommendation for disciplinary action by the Disciplinary Committee
Repeat offenses may lead to expulsion, subject to due process.

7. Plagiarism Review and Inquiry Mechanism
· A Plagiarism Review Committee shall be constituted by the college
· Students shall be given a right to explanation
· Decisions shall be documented and communicated formally
· Appeals may be submitted within a stipulated timeframe

8. Responsibilities of Students
All students are responsible for:
· Submitting original work
· Proper citation and referencing (Vancouver style recommended for medical sciences)
· Ensuring plagiarism checks before final submission
· Attending mandatory training on research ethics and plagiarism awareness

9. Role of Faculty and Supervisors
· Educate students on academic integrity
· Guide proper citation and research practices
· Ensure plagiarism screening before acceptance of academic work
· Report suspected cases through official channels

10. Awareness and Training
Prime Medical College shall ensure:
· Orientation sessions on plagiarism policy
· Workshops on academic writing and referencing
· Access to plagiarism detection tools for students and faculty

11. Policy Review
This policy shall be reviewed periodically and updated in line with HEC Pakistan, PMDC, and international best practices.

Approved by: Academic Council, Prime Medical College
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